
This summary is offered for discussion purposes only and does not necessarily represent current statute, regulation, or policy 

positions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts unless specifically acknowledged.  This summary is not to be cited as a 

reference.  Its purpose is to foster open and broad discussion of the issues of sustainable water management as well as help 

assure public awareness of the discussions.  

 
 

Water Management Act – Excerpts to Facilitate Discussion 

 
Safe Yield 

 

Section 2:  Definitions 

“Safe yield, the maximum dependable withdrawals that can be made continuously from a water source including ground or surface 

water during a period of years in which the probable driest period or period of greatest water deficiency is likely to occur; provided, 

however, that such dependability is relative and is a function of storage and drought probability.” 

 

November 3, 2009 Statement of Clarification 

“”…safe yield under the Water Management Act includes environmental protection factors, including ecological health of river 

systems, as well as hydrologic factors.” 

 

Section 11:  Issuance of permits conditions; findings 

“If the department finds that the combined volume of existing, permitted and proposed withdrawals exceeds the safe yield of a 

water source or that existing, permitted or proposed water withdrawals are otherwise in conflict, it shall deny all applications for 

permits for withdrawals from that water source.” 

 

 

Permit Criteria and Standards 

 

Section 7:  Issuance of permits; criteria and standards  

 

In adopting regulations establishing criteria and standards for obtaining permits, the department shall assure, at a minimum, that 

the following factors are considered: 

 

(1) The impact of the proposed withdrawal on other water sources which are hydrologically interconnected with the water source 

from which the withdrawal is to be made;  

(2) The anticipated times of year when withdrawals will be made;  

(3) The water available within the safe yield of the water source from which the withdrawal is to be made;  

(4) Reasonable protection of water uses, land values, investments and enterprises that are dependent on previously allowable 

withdrawals;  

(5) The use to be made of the water proposed to be withdrawn and other existing, presently permitted or projected uses of the 

water source from which the withdrawal is to be made;  

(6) Any water resources management plan for any city or town in which the affected water source is located;  

(7) Any state water resources management plan adopted by the commission;  

(8) Reasonable conservation practices and measures, consistent with efficient utilization of the water;  

(9) Reasonable protection of public drinking water supplies, water quality, wastewater treatment capacity, waste assimilation 

capacity, groundwater recharge areas, navigation, hydropower resources, water-based recreation, wetland habitat, fish and wildlife, 

agriculture, and flood plains; and  

(10) Reasonable economic development and the creation of jobs in the commonwealth. 

 


