
 

 

This summary is offered for discussion purposes only and does not necessarily represent current statute, regulation, or policy 

positions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts unless specifically acknowledged.  This summary is not to be cited as a 

reference.  Its purpose is to foster open and broad discussion of the issues of sustainable water management as well as help 

assure public awareness of the discussions.  

 

SWMI GOALS - Revised 
  
GUIDING PRINCIPLES/VALUES 

1. Manage water resources in an integrated way to serve and draw from multiple water programs, regulations and 
resources; create a flexible array of management options that achieve multiple water goals  

2. Keep water local: Manage movement of water resources through the environment holistically 

3. Manage at the appropriate scale using targeted, site-specific approaches  

4. Make explicit the connections between water quality and water quantity 

5. Support, demonstrate and promote innovative technologies across silos of drinking water, wastewater, stormwater 
– with a focus on technologies and management techniques that mimic natural systems  

6. Consider costs (economic and ecological) and equity in decision-making 

7. Maximize water use efficiency and minimize waste of water and energy use in the water sector 

8. Establish, implement and administer policies, holistic and integrative management tools, and incentive options that 
consider both human and ecological needs 

9. Establish a clear, transparent, and predictable regulatory process 
 
 
GOALS 

ECOLOGICAL GOALS 
Key Themes: 

 Natural, diverse, healthy, and resilient ecosystems 

 Prevent degradation 

 Prepare for ecological responses to climate change 

Goal: 
Maintain and where possible restore ecological integrity including natural flow regimes, aquatic habitat, and biological 
diversity 

a. Rivers should have river fish 

b. Protect high quality ecosystems/habitat 

c. Foster resilient ecosystems 

d. Protect the structure and function of watersheds 

e. Protect and improve water quality 

 
 
HUMAN SERVICES GOALS 
Key Themes: 

 Water sufficiency, reliability, and sustainability for multiple human uses 

 Protection of the built environment, now and in the future 

 Protection of key areas for future supply, wastewater disposal, and stormwater recharge 

Goal: 
Ensure sufficient water and manage water resources for public health and safety, economic development, food 
production and recreation 

a. Protect areas suitable for supply development, wastewater discharge and stormwater recharge 

b. Protect and improve water quality 

c. Prepare for shortages 

d. Minimize flood damage to the built environment 
 


